Beginning of Term 2– 08/11/2021

www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org
@OasisSkinnerSt
E:office@oasisskinnerstreet.org
T: 01634 850213

Welcome back to an action packed Term
2! It is hard to believe we are already in
November and this term is certainly a busy
one.
It is fantastic to be able to arrange trips and
events again and I know we are all excited for
the visits organised to the Cinema for both
Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. Singing
Practice is well under way for our carol
concerts and Young Voices events, and the
sound of pupils singing in the academy is
lovely to hear. We have certainly missed
many of the ‘small’ things during covid.
We have parent/carers meetings this term
which is the perfect opportunity to meet with
the class teachers to discuss all aspects of
academy life for your child(ren). More details
will follow from the office next week.
We are constantly reviewing the way we work
based on the feedback we receive. We are
aware that it can be difficult to speak to our
Admin team in the office particularly during
our busiest times, as our telephones are
constantly busy. The office is open between
08:00hrs and 16:00hrs daily during term time
and the lines are especially busy at the
beginning and end of the school day. We
would suggest that wherever possible you
email office@oasisskinnerstreet.com with
your query and the Admin team can contact
you direct.

Keeping our site, staff and pupils safe is
always a priority and we would be grateful for
your support. If you are visiting the office, all
visitors need to press the buzzer and wait for
a member of office staff to respond. Please
do not follow others through the gates, you
do need to buzz and speak to the Office staff
first. Thank you for your co-operation.
I cannot finish without mentioning the
fantastic outcome following our Ofsted
inspection last term, resulting in our overall
‘Good’ judgement. You will have received an
electronic copy of the report and I hope you
have had the opportunity to read this. The
comments made by our pupils clearly show
how proud they are of their academy, and
rightly so. We appreciate the support we
have from parents and carers and hope you
will continue to engage with us at every
opportunity, to allow the academy to become
even better.
We will be celebrating our success with
pupils, so please ensure you are signed up to
our Social Media pages and My Child At
School to receive details.
Thank you again for your ongoing support
and co-operation.

Mrs V Richmond
Principal

How to contact us
Communication
My Child At School (MYCAS)
As you will be aware, we us the My Child At
School (MYCAS) App to communicate with
parents. This allows us to send information
including text messages, emails etc in the
most efficient and timely way, for example,
details of trips, events, first aid treatment
administered etc.
If you have not yet used My Child At School
and would like support with this, please
email office@oasisskinnerstreet.org and a
member of the Admin Team will contact
you.

Office
office@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Telephone: 01634 850213
Safeguarding
Safeguarding@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Attendance
attendance@oasisskinnerstreet.org
SENCo
Inclusions@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Year Groups
EYFS@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Breakfast Club
Our breakfast club is available to all pupils
during term time starting at 07.45hrs but a
polite reminder, places must be booked and
paid for via My Child At School (MCAS) 24
hours in advance.
Places are limited and we regret we are
unable to accept pupils who have not been
booked on and paid for using this system.
Unfortunately, should you book a place for
your child and they do not attend, we do not
offer a refund as this place has been
allocated to your child.
Thank you for your co-operation.

Ofsted Report
We are so very proud of all our pupils,
parents and staff for our wonderful Ofsted
raring as ‘Good ‘in all areas.
“Pupils appreciate the polite and respectful
way that staff speak with them and say that
this makes them want to be polite too."
To view the full report, please visit our website:
https://www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org
/about-us/ofsted

Year1@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Year2@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Year3@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Year4@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Year5@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Year6@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Social Media:
Follow us on Facebook:
@OasisAcademySkinnerStreet and Twitter:
@OasisSkinnerSt
Visit our website:
www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org for upto-date news and information.

If you are having trouble making
payments, finding clubs or making
bookings via MCAS, please contact
the office staff who will more than
happy to support you.
Office@oasisskinnerstreet.org

E-scooters
Medway Council Road Safety Team have
asked us to share the following information
with parents and carers:
In recent weeks it has again been brought to
our attention that there is an increasing
number of individuals riding e-scooters on the
public highway, pavements and in public
open spaces.
E-scooters are a relatively new mode of
transport and as such the Government is
trialling various schemes and developing the
guidance around their safe use. However, (at
the time of writing this letter) many are still
unaware e-scooters are classed as ‘Personal
Light Electric Vehicles’ (PLEVs), which
means they are treated as motor vehicles
and subject to the same legal requirements
such as:
•
Driving licence
•
Insurance
•
Number plates
•
Lighting
•
Brakes
•
Type approval
•
Road tax
•
Crash helmets etc.
Without these, e-scooters cannot be used
legally on the road. In no circumstances is it
legal to use them on the pavement.
We understand many parents/carers may
wish to purchase an e-scooter or perhaps
already have. We ask that you share the
above key information with them.
The Government is currently trialling the use
of approved rental e-scooters as
environmentally friendly modes of transport in
some specific locations in the UK (find out
more here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/escooter-trials-guidance-for-users).
Only approved rental e-scooters may be used
in the Government-led trial areas, in line with
specific terms of use. For the rest of the

Mrs Husband
Oasis Academy SENCO

country, under current law, e-scooters can
only be used on private land.
The police are obliged to take action against
anyone who is caught repeatedly using an escooter illegally or in a way that causes a
nuisance to others. In these circumstances,
the police have the power to seize the escooter under Section 59 of the Police
Reform Act/165 of the Road Traffic Act.
For further detailed information regarding escooters please visit GOV.UK:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/
powered-transporters/information-sheetguidance-on-powered-transporters

EYFS 2022 Tours
Is your child due to start school in September
2022?
We are delighted to be able to offer parents
the opportunity to visit Oasis Academy
Skinner Street for a tour of the school which
we have arranged for the first 3 terms before
the applications close at 5pm on Saturday
15th January 2022. To ensure we maintain
social distancing, places are limited for each
tour.
To view and book a tour, please visit the
Reception 2022 page on our website:
https://www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.o
rg/admissions/reception-2022-tours

Last Day of Term 2 – Friday 17th
December 21

Dear parents / Carers
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to
you and my role in the school. I have now taken over the
role of SENCO ( Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator )
from Miss Dysart and it is my responsibility to ensure all children at Oasis Academy Skinner Street
who have an identified Special Educational Need are receiving the support they need to learn to
the best of their ability, and feel happy coming to our school. I am also responsible for helping
children and their families whose needs have not yet been identified and work closely with them to
gather relevant evidence.
If you have a child in the academy with special educational needs (SEN) and would like to talk to
me, or if you are worried about your child in terms of SEN, please feel free to talk to me. I am
usually on the gates on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, you can telephone the office on
01634 850213 and ask to speak to me, or you can send an email to
inclusions@oasisskinnerstreet.org to arrange a meeting. Please note: I teach on Thursdays and
Fridays so am not available to on these days. Please check regularly on MYCAS and the
academy website for the latest SEN news and events at Oasis Academy Skinner Street.

______________________________________________________________________________

Place 2 Be
At Oasis Academy Skinner Street, we work with Place2Be, a children's mental health charity that
helps pupils explore their emotions and feel better about themselves.
Children can go to the Place2Be room in school to express themselves by making art, playing or
talking.
Why is Place2Be useful?
Sometimes children can feel particularly sad, confused, scared or angry. Maybe something difficult
happened at home, like losing a family member or parents separating. Or perhaps they’re
struggling with something at school, like bullying. This can make them behave differently, lose
confidence in themselves or find it difficult to concentrate in class. Place2Be is there to help
children find ways to cope, so their worries don’t get in the way of their friendships, their learning
or how they feel about themselves.
How does Place2Be work with adults?
Place2Be provides support and advice for parents and carers, as well as teachers and school
staff. Get in touch with the Place2Be staff member below to find out more.
Rachel is in school every WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY and you
can either arrange to meet her at the school or get in touch by email
at: Rachel.Arputharajoo@place2be.org.uk or by calling school on
01634 850213.
If you want to find out more about Place2Be visit place2be.org.uk.

Eco Committee
During the holidays, the Eco Committee were invited to attend the
Gillingham Eco Hub Family planting day in Gillingham High Street.
The committee, as well as their parents/carers, helped to clear the
flower bed and start planting some flowers to brighten up the area.
We are looking forward to building on this throughout the year and
we will keep you updated on our progress.

DID YOU KNOW? 350,000 tonnes, that’s around £140 million worth of used but
still wearable clothing goes to landfill in the UK every year.
Eco Tip – Are you clearing out old clothes that you and the children no longer use? Why not
recycle them and take them to the local charity shop or sell them via local selling pages online.

Basketball – Mini Youth Games
During the holidays, 8 pupils from years 5 and 6 took part in
the Mini Youth Games basketball tournament.
Out of 24 teams we came 7th winning 5 of our 8 games!!
The team worked well together and had a brilliant day.
Thank you to the parents who came and supported us and
to Mr Ariyo for his kind donation to the team.
Well Done!

Key Dates
November 2021
•
•
•
•
•

12th- KS1 Cinema
17th – Flu Immunisation (whole school)
17th – 18th Divali Dance workshops (whole school)
19th – Children in Need
24th - KS2 Cinema

Parent meetings – details to follow
December 2021
•
•
•
•

w/c 6th – Nativity / Carol Service. Details to follow
10th - Christmas Dinner & Jumper Day
13th – Virtual Pantomime (in school)
17th Last Day of Term – Class parties PM. Details to follow.

Christmas 2021!
Christmas Jumper Day
On Friday 10 December, Oasis Academy
Skinner Street will be taking part in Save the
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day. We’re
asking families to donate, to support children
in the UK and around the world. By taking
part we’ll be helping children who don’t have
the basics they need to survive – like food,
school or medicine – to start seeing the
magic in the world again.
There’s no need to buy a new jumper – an
old jumper plus a few decorations attached
will be fine. If you want to get crafty at home
there will also be decorating templates
available on the Christmas Jumper Day
Gameplan at www.christmasjumperday.org
from mid-November.
You can donate in different ways:
• Via Save the Children’s website at
www.christmasjumperday.org.
Please use our school's reference number
CJD210001029 on any donation made. The
donation form will be live closer to the big
day!
• Staff will be on the school gates at the start
and end of the school day with their donation
buckets.
We’d really appreciate your support to make
Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day a
success. Together, we can make the world
better with a sweater.

Christmas Dinner
In keeping with the celebrations on Friday 10
December, Sodexo will be providing
Christmas dinner to all pupils.
The menu will be:
Turkey/ Quorn Turkey, Roast Potatoes,
Pigs in Blankets, Stuffing, Sprouts and
Carrots with a Christmas Pudding / Cake
for dessert.
In order to ensure enough dinners will be
available, please email
office@oasisskinnerstreet.org by 3rd
December 2021 using the subject header
Christmas dinner and confirming the class
and name of your child(ren) who will require a
christmas dinner.
If you pay for school dinners, please ensure
you have made a payment on MYCAs by
Wednesday 08 December 2021.

PE Days
Year 1

Thursday and Friday

Year 2
Year 3

Monday and Thursday
Tuesday

Year 4

Wednesday

Year 5

Thursday

Year 6

Friday

Please ensure that your child attends school
in their PE kit on their PE day.

iPad’s
Please ensure that your child brings in their
iPad everyday into school, fully charged.
If your childs iPad has been damaged, please
hand the iPad into school so that our IT team
can fix it. Please note that as staed in the
Horizons agreement upon receiving your
iPad, you must pay for the damages to be
repaired – this is a cost of £195. If you need
fininial support in paying the fee, please
contact the office.

Lucky Plate Day
is back!
Between 15th and 26th
November, we will be
having our Lucky Plate
competition!
If your child is a school dinner, they could be
in with a chance of finding a star on their
plate and be the winner of an amazing prize!
With 3 stars to find and 3 amazing prizes!

Macmillan Fundraiser
We would like to thank you all again for your
donations. We raised a total of

£605.96
Thank you to Mrs Hobbs for making all the
arrangements and ensuring fun was had by
all.

Children in Need
If your child is leaving Oasis Academy, you
must return the iPad with the charger. The
iPad is property of OCL and any iPads not
returned will be seen as theft and can be
reported to the police if not returned.

Academy Lunches
At lunchtime we encourage children to have
an Academy meal. These are cooked on site
and are nutritionally balanced. We always
offer a choice including vegetarian. To view
our Dinner Menu, please visit
https://www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org/a
cademy-life/academy-lunches

This year, Children in Need will take place on
Friday 19th November, and we are
encouraging the children and staff to wear
their pyjamas for the day. The children will
need to wear their pyjamas to and from
school and will remain in them all day so
please ensure they are warm enough and
ensure they are comfortable and suitable for
school.
We are asking for a small donation of £1
collected on behalf of the Children In Need
charity.

Year 1
Year 1 have been working very hard on their
learning this term. They have been producing
some incredible writing and working on their
number bonds to 10. The children have come
in every day ready for their learning and
happy to tackle the challenges they have
been given.
We have also discovered a secret in Year 1,
there are some amazing artists! Year 1 have
been producing self portraits in their art
lessons this term and I’m sure you’ll agree we
have some talented artists in the year group.

Year 2
Year 2 have settled well into the new
expectations this year. We have been
focusing on writing and have studied the Tear
Thief by Carol Ann Duffy. We have also been
thinking about what we would change if we
were in charge of the world and writing a
poem about our thoughts.

If I were in charge of the world by
Akshayah.
If I were in charge of the world I’d cancel
popcorn,
If I were in charge of the world candyfloss
would be toast,
If I were in charge of the world I’d banish
school on Monday.
If I were in charge of the world loud Dad
snores would be extinct.
If I were in charge of the world by David.
If I were in charge of the world I would cancel
snails and lemons.
I’d abolish jelly and cabbage.
If I were in charge of the world I would
destroy sleeping and homework.
If I were in charge of the world I would
abolish bin day and waking up.

Year 1 and 2 will be focusing on Citizenship
and the World.
Our 9 Habits focus for this term are hopeful
and Joyful.

Swimming Lessons
This term, Palm class will be attending their
swimming lessons at Medway Park. Please
ensure your child has a towel, appropriate
swim wear and a bag.
KS2 class theme for the term is called
Citizenship and the World. Our 9 Habits focus
for this term are hopeful and Joyful.
In Geography, all years will be focusing on
Global - Human and Physical Features. In
Maths, all years will be focusing on the four
operations (addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division)
Year 3
Science: Rocks and Soils
PE: Tennis
History: Ancient Egypt
RE: Judaism (leaders and teachers)
Year 4
Science: Sound
PE: Badminton
History: Romans
RE: Hinduism (leaders and teachers)
Year 5
Science: Earth and Space
PE: Rugby
History: Trade and Travel along the silk road
RE: Sikhism (leaders and teachers)
Year 6
Science: Living Things
PE: Basketball
History: World War Two
RE: Buddhism (leaders and teachers)

Challenger Troop
This Term, Elm Class will be taking part in
Challenger Troop. This will be every Friday
and the children will therefore need to come
into school in their PE kits.

This term,
we will be
exploring
the season,
starting with
Autumn
Reception's
topic starts
with Autumn .
We will be looking at leaves and all the
different colours that they turn throughout the
seasons.

For reading, we will be
looking at the story
'The Gruffalo'.

EYFS will be starting PE
during term 2. The days
are yet to be confirmed
and details will be shared soon.

EYFS Nativity! Coming
soon December 21!

