
 

 

Dear OASS Community, 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of 2024/2025 academic year. It is with great excitement we 
begin the year with the opening of our Key Stage 1 building. The children have settled in 
well to their new classrooms and are enjoying the stimulating environment. The beginning 
of a year always starts with a great purpose and in our enthusiasm to begin the year we may often rush. 
Sometimes we do so without taking time to think about and reflect on where we have been and where we 
are starting from. One of the foci we will have this year is building our social and emotional skills to reduce 
stress and anxiety to lead healthier, happier lives. As part of my personal preparation for this over the 
summer I read 10 Mindful minutes by Goldie Hawn. The focus of the book is how to focus on feelings of 
gratitude through mindful breathing and improving relationships by focusing on feelings of gratitude, 
kindness, and optimism.  
 
At the beginning of a year, it seems appropriate to focus on optimism and a practice from the book called 
‘Taking a positive perspective’. This is particularly useful if your child is playing a game that hasn’t turned 
out as they would like. Ask your child to think about what a negative way would be to look at the situation, 
this could be thinking that they are no good at the game or do not want to play anymore. Then ask them to 
think about it from a positive perspective. What do they like about playing the game. Is it being in a team or 
being outside? Being with friends or the possibility of scoring? Then ask which do they feel is the better 
way of thinking?  What would they like to be in the future pessimist or optimist?   This technique is useful in 
many situations for both adults and children and while we may tend to be pessimistic, we could all work on 
being more optimistic and therefore feeling more positive about our lives.  
 
At OASS we are motivated by the life, message and example of Jesus Christ and fulfilling our God-given 
potential. Therefore, I have included a short prayer for those who would like to join me on the journey to 
becoming more optimistic: 
 
Dear God, I come before You with a humble heart, seeking Your divine guidance and positivity in my life. 
Fill me with the strength to overcome challenges and the wisdom to make wise decisions. 
Help me let go of negativity and embrace positivity in every aspect of my being. Grant me the courage to 
face my fears and the faith to believe in the goodness that lies ahead. 
May Your light shine upon me, illuminating my path with hope and optimism. I surrender all my worries and 
anxieties to You, knowing that You will transform them into blessings. Thank You, Lord, for Your 
unwavering love and for infusing my life with positivity. 
 
I look forward to welcoming all members of our community into the academy over the upcoming year 
Mrs Richmond, 
Principal 
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 Afterschool Club is £6.00 per session 
(15:30hrs – 18:00hrs).  

 
Breakfast Club is £3.00 per session 
(07:30hrs – 8:30hrs). 

 
 

Messages 
 

 
 

My Child At School (MCAS) 
 
MCAS now only requires your e-mail and 
password to log into the app. If you have any 
issues, please contact the office. 
If you have not yet used MCAS and would 
like support with this, please 
email  office@oasisskinnerstreet.org and a 
member of the Admin Team will contact 
you.   
 

Additionally, the app has 
undergone an update, and we 
are aware of the technical 
issues, especially with 
notifications but we will update 
parents as soon as we have      
more information. 

 

Breakfast Club 
 
Breakfast Club is available to all pupils during 
term time at 07:30hrs – 7:45hrs but a polite 
reminder, places must be booked and paid for 
via My Child At School (MYCAS) 24 hours in 
advance. 

 
Year 5 & 6 Walk Home Consent 
 
Please be mindful that pupils in Year 5 & 6 are 
not permitted to walk home on their own and 
are to be collected afterschool for the duration 
of Term 1. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Important! If your contact details change, 
including phone number, e-mail or home 
address, please notify the office by 
emailing office@oasisskinnestreet.org  

 
 
 
 
 
 
How to contact us 
 
Office 
office@oasisskinnerstreet.org                        
Telephone: 01634 850213 
 
Safeguarding 
Safeguarding@oasisskinnerstreet.org  
 
Attendance 
attendance@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
SENCo 
Inclusions@oasisskinnerstreet.org  
 
 
If you need to contact your child’s 
teacher, please use your child Year Group 
email below: 
 
EYFS@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
Year1@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
Year2@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
Year3@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
Year4@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
Year5@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
 
Year6@oasisskinnerstreet.org 

 
Social Media: 
Follow us on Facebook: 
@OasisAcademySkinnerStreet    
Twitter:  
@OasisSkinnerSt  
 
Visit our website: 
www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org  
for up-to-date news and information. 
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PE Days 
 
Monday Daisies / Buttercups 

Tuesday Maple / Elm  

Wednesday Rowan / Oak 

Thursday Palm / Willow / Poppies / Bluebells  

Friday Birch / Beech 

 
Challenger Troop – Birch will with have challenger troop from Friday 13th September,  
 
Please note, your child will need to wear their academy PE kit to school on the day that they have 
PE.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lost Property 

 
We are always keen to return items of lost property to their 
rightful owner but with over 420 pupils in the academy, if 
your child does not have their name in their coat/uniform, it 
is unlikely it will be returned to them.  
  
Any unnamed items are put into the Lost Property Box which 
is on the playground daily for parents / carers to check 
through.   
 
Any unclaimed items in the Lost Property Box at the end of 
term will be disposed of. 
 
To avoid losing and having to replace items which is not only  
costly but is not environmentally friendly, please name your 
child’s items.  
 
If you don’t want to use a permanent pen, you can purchase 
name tags which can be used on clothing, shoes, bags, and 
lunchboxes.    

 
If you choose to order from MYNAMETAGS, this is also raises funds for the academy. 
 
For more information, or to place an order please visit www.MyNametags.com using the School 
ID  30977. 

Reminder! Year 5 & 6 
Residential Information 

Session on Tuesday 
17th September  

http://www.mynametags.com/


 

Attendance Expectations  
 
Please see below Oasis Academy Skinner Street’s attendance expectations and 
absence reporting procedure for the 2024-25 Academic year. If you have any queries, please do 
not hesitate to contact the team. 

 
Mr H Kinslow - Attendance Officer 
Miss T Pearmain - Assistant Principal / Attendance Lead / DSL 
 

Contact Details 
• attendance@oasisskinnerstreet.org   

• 01634 850213, option 1.  

All Children at Oasis Academy Skinner Street are expected to achieve a minimum of 97% 
attendance. 
 

All children must arrive at the Academy between 8:40-8:50am; if your child arrives after this time 
they will need to enter the Academy via the James Street entrance and they will be recorded as 
late. If your child arrives after 9:15am they will need to enter the Academy via the office. Any child 
that arrives after 9:30am will receive an unauthorised absence for the morning (unless evidence is 
provided for reason for lateness i.e. medical appointment).  
 
If your child is achieving high attendance, we are keen to recognise this. Every Friday, the class 
with the best attendance in EYFS/KS1 and KS2 are rewarded with a non-uniform day the following 
week (usually a Friday dependant on your child’s PE day), you will be notified of this on MCAS. We 
also reward those children achieving high attendance with termly certificates and an attendance 
party at the end of Term 2, 4 and 6!  
 
If your child is going to be absent, you must report this to the Academy on the first day of absence 
by 10:00am, this can be via E-mail, MCAS message, phone call or voicemail. 
 
For all pre-planned absence, an absence request form must be completed with as much notice 
given as possible, these can be found in the office. We do not authorise any holidays during 
term-time. 
 
If you do not report your child’s absence to the Academy, this is a safeguarding concern and could 
trigger a welfare visit to your home by members of our safeguarding team. 
 
If your child’s attendance drops below 90% attendance they are ‘persistently absent’, this will 
mean the Academy will take the actions below: 
 

1) Child’s attendance drops below 90%, parent will be reminded of expectations. 

2) No improvement in attendance will mean a formal letter is sent to parent/carer, who will be 

required to provide medical evidence in order for any further absences to be authorised. 

3) If attendance continues to be a concern parent will be invited in to meet with Attendance 

officer. 

4) If after the first meeting, child’s attendance is still a concern you will be invited in to meet 

with Attendance Lead. 

5) If attendance fails to improve, you will notified that we will begin legal proceedings against 

you due to your child’s poor attendance.  
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Please be aware that it is a legal requirement that your child is in full-time education once 
they reach statutory age. If your child’s attendance is still a concern once they have turned 
5 years old and they have accumulated more than 10 unauthorised sessions (5 days) in a 10-
week period, a penalty notice referral would be submitted to the Local authority.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
Over the summer holidays our dedication to the safeguarding of our pupils did not stop. We had a 
number of issues with online safety and unfortunately had to lock iPads to prevent children from 
attempting to access inappropriate online content.  
 
As part of the Horizons Project, we have exceptionally high levels of online monitoring so we can 
keep our pupils safe online. If your child’s iPad was locked over the summer holiday, please speak 
to a Principal and they will direct you to the next steps for getting the iPad unlocked. The children 
are aware that every key stroke is monitored, and any inappropriate content is blocked, with alerts 
sent to the safeguarding team.  
 
Further to this, we continue to offer support for families who may face challenging times. We can 
issue food vouchers and help with uniform if you find yourself struggling with these. Please speak 
to a member of staff in a purple Hi-Vis on the gate or email safeguarding@oasisskinnerstreet.org 
and a member of the team will get back to you.  
 
Thank you, 
Miss Pearmain (DSL/ Assistant Principal) 
 
 

You Said, We Did… 
 

You said… We did…… We need you to help by… 

My child has lost 
several items of 
clothing / lunchboxes 
and it is expensive to 
keep replacing the 
items  

• Named items are returned to 
pupils during the school day 

• Items that are not named are 
placed in the Lost Property Box 
which is on the playground at 
the end of every day to look 
through.  

• The trolleys for packed lunches 
are accessible at the end of 
every day and pupils are ask ed 
to check they have taken their 
packed lunch box home   

• Naming items – either in 
permanent  

• pen or with name labels 

• Ensuring pupils wear only the 
correct uniform / PE 
kit.:  branded clothing is not part 
of school uniform or PE kit 

• Ensuring packed lunch boxes 
are named clearly as several 
pupils may have the same 
lunchbox  

I wasn’t aware there 
are closed Facebook 
groups for 
Parents/Carers of 
pupils attending OASS 

• Created private Facebook 
groups for parents/carers of 
pupils currently attending OASS 
which allows us to share more 
detailed information than the 
information we post on the open 
Facebook group Oasis 
Academy Skinner Street  

• Apply to join our private 
Facebook groups and answer 
the questions correctly in order 
request approval from Admin 
- Parents and Carers of 

OASS 
- Friends of OASS 
- OASS EYFS 2024 starters  
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School Uniform 
 
We have a school uniform to promote inclusion and a sense of belonging for all pupils.  If all the 
students in our Trust wear a clearly recognisable, correctly branded uniform it is easy to identify 
strangers in the academy. On the way to and from the academy it also affords a degree of safety 
as the students are part of a large body of young people who will look out for each other.  Good 
quality uniform should be seen as effective value for money by most parents / carers and it also 
removes any stress to purchase and wear expensive, fashionable items.   
 

We all feel extremely proud of pupils when they are well dressed in the uniform and our uniform and 
PE/sport kits also help pupils to demonstrate the pride they have in pride in their academy.  
We therefore expect all pupils to wear the correct uniform which consists of: 
 

Primary Uniform 

Item Is this a branded 
item? 

Optional or 
Required? 

All year or 
seasonal? 

Purple Sweatshirt/ Cardigan 
(Academy Logo) 

Yes Required All Year 

Navy Polo Shirt (Academy Logo) Yes Optional All Year 

White Polo Shirt No Optional  All Year 

Black Shorts No Optional Seasonal 

Black Trousers  No Optional All Year 

Black Skirt/ Pinafore Dress No Optional All Year 

Purple Gingham Dress No Optional Seasonal 

Black/White Socks or Tights No Optional All Year 

 
Primary PE Kit 

Item Is this a branded 
item? 

Optional or 
Required? 

All year or 
seasonal? 

Tee Shirt (House Colour with 
Academy Logo) 

Yes Required All Year 

Tee Shirt (House Colour) No Required All Year 

Black Shorts No Optional Seasonal 

Black Jogging Bottoms No Optional All Year 

Black PE Shoes/ Trainers No Required All Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Key dates 
 
 

Tuesday 17/9/24  

Within the 
academy 
day 

Y6 Medway Test 

15:30hrs - 
16:00hrs 

Y5 & Y6 
Information session re: Y5 & Y6 
residential - Willow classroom 

Wednesday 18/9/24 
Within the 
academy 
day 

Y6 Medway Test 

Monday 23/9/24 Lunchtime  Whole school 
Themed lunch – All Day Breakfast 
menu 

Thursday 26/9/24 Lunchtime  Whole school Themed lunch – European menu 

Thursday 3/10/24 Lunchtime  Whole school Themed lunch – Taster Day menu 

Monday 7/10/24 Lunchtime  Whole school 
Themed lunch – Harvest Festival 
menu 

Monday 14/10/24 – 
Thursday 17/10/24 

Drop off and 
collection  

Whole School Donations of unwanted uniform 

Tuesday 15/10/24  
15:30hrs – 
15:45hrs  

Whole School  Open Class  

Wednesday 16/10/24 

All day  Whole school  Individual pupil photos 

15:30hrs - 
18:00hrs 

Whole School  
Parent / Carer meetings – details 
will follow  

Thursday 17/10/24 

Lunchtime  Whole school 
Themed lunch – Wasteless week 
menu 

15:30hrs - 
18:00hrs 

Whole School  
Parent / Carer meetings – details 
will follow  

Friday 18/10/24  All day  Whole School  
OCL Inset day 1 – pupils do not 
attend  

Monday 21/10/24 – 
Friday 2/11/24 

Autumn Break (2 Weeks) 

Monday 4/11/24 Term 2 begins 

 
Please refer to the Year group newsletter for dates of specific events and payment details.   
 
 
 



 

 
Free School Meals: 
 
If your application for Free School Meals is successful, Oasis Academy Skinner Street will also 
receive extra funding from the Government to use in support of teaching and learning (Pupil 
Premium). If you would like to apply for Free School Meals, apply online at  
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict 
 
Important! Information for Parents/ Carers of pupils in Y3 
 
Please note that universal Free School Meals are for Year R , Year 1 and Year 2 only so when we 
now your child is in Year 3, you will need to pay for your child’s school dinner unless you are eligible 
for Free School Meals.  Please use the link above to check your eligibility. 
 

Telephone System 
 
Our contact number 01634 850213 hasn’t changed but you will now hear a recorded message 
asking you to selection an option in order to speak to the correct person: 
 
1 – to report an absence or speak to the Attendance Officer  
2 – to speak to a member of the SEND team 
3 – to speak to a member of the Office team 
4 – to speak to a member of the Wraparound team  
5 – to speak to a member of the Safeguarding team 
6 – to speak to a member of staff about Admissions 
 
There is the facility to leave a voicemail on all of these options, please ensure you clearly leave your 
details to allow staff to return your call.   
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