Newsletter

Beginning of Term 4 — 24/02/2025

End of Term 4 — 04/04/2025

www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org

’ @0OasisSkinnerSt
E:office@oasisskinnerstreet.org
T: 01634 850213

Pr\inapalfs: Messaxge/

As we move into March the adage is if March comes in like a lion and out like a lamb. This relates to
weather folklore predicting the type of spring weather we can expect. These sayings always hold
interest to me as a link to the past and although some are based on observations over time others are
based on rhymes or generally held beliefs. As a way of exploring this | have found the following
information below particularly interesting from the farmers almanac. People often believed that bad
spirits could affect the weather adversely, so they were cautious as to what they did or did not do in
certain situations. Those beliefs often included ideas that there should be a balance in weather and life. So, if a month
came in bad (roaring like a lion), it should go out good and calm (docile, like a lamb). With March being such a
changeable month, in which we can see warm spring-like temperatures or late-season snowstorms, you can understand
how this saying might hold true in some instances. We can only hope that if March starts off stormy it will end on a calm
note, but the key word is hope. However, this saying seems to be simply a rhyme rather than a true weather predictor.

As the seasons change so does the focus of the academy and as we enter Term 4 time there are many events to look
forward to. Please make sure you follow us on social media and regularly log into MCAS to make sure you do not miss
out! Hopefully all the coughs an colds of the winter months have passed and we will all start enjoying the warmer
weather. This term we have Family Trust coming into the academy to carry out Easter workshops and the children will
be attending an Easter service later in the term.

Our habit for March is Forgiving and the children will be working towards achieving their habit certificates. The definition
we use for forgiving is: To forgive another is to choose to not allow their actions and behaviour in the past, which may
have hurt or offended us, to determine our behaviour towards them in the future. Forgiveness is never easy, but it is
always transforming...it always changes things. To join us as we reflect on how we can personally work on this habit
consider the following questions:

How would you define what forgiveness is?

What do you like about the idea of forgiving?

What do you dislike about the idea of forgiving?

Who would you say is a good role model for forgiveness?

As a change this term | have included a much-loved poem by AA Milne:

Daffodowndilly

She wore her yellow sun-bonnet,
She wore her greenest gown;
She turned to the south wind
And curtsied up and down.

She turned to the sunlight

And shook her yellow head,

And whispered to her neighbour:
"Winter is dead."


https://allpoetry.com/Daffodowndilly
http://www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org/
mailto:office@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Messages: N

My Child At School (MCAS)

MCAS now only requires your e-

mail and password to log into the o0
app. If you have any issues, ‘
please contact the office.

If you have not yet used MCAS MCAS
and would like support with this,
please email office@oasisskinnerstreet.org
and a member of the Admin Team will
contact you.

My Child At School

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club is available to all pupils during
term time, with drop off from 07:30hrs —
07:45hrs. Please note, places must be booked
and paid for via My Child At School (MCAS)
24 hours in advance.

After School Club

Afterschool Club is available to all pupils
during term time from 15:30hrs — 18:00hrs.
On the last day of the academic year,
Thursday 24" July, there will be NO
afterschool club. Please note, places must be
booked and paid for via My Child At School
(MCAS) 24 hours in advance.

Year 5 & 6 Walk Home Consent

Please be mindful that pupils in Year 5 & 6 are
not permitted to walk home on their own
unless parents/carers have completed and
returned a Year 5 & 6 Walk Home consent
form.

Afterschool Club is £6.00 per session
(15:30hrs — 18:00hrs).

Breakfast Club is £3.00 per session
(07:30hrs — 8:30hrs).

Important!

If your contact details
change, including phone
number, e-mail or home
address, please notify the office by
emailing office@oasisskinnestreet.org

How to contact us

Office
office@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Telephone: 01634 850213

Safeguarding
Safeqguarding@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Attendance
attendance@oasisskinnerstreet.orq

SENCo
Inclusions@oasisskinnerstreet.org

If you need to contact your child’s teacher,
please use your child Year Group email
below:

EYFS@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Yearl@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Year2@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Year3@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Yeard@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Year5@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Year6@oasisskinnerstreet.org

Social Media:

Follow us on Facebook:
@OasisAcademySkinnerStreet
Twitter:

@O0OasisSkinnerSt

Visit our website:
www.oasisacademyskinnerstreet.org
for up-to-date news and information.
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PE Days
Monday Daisies / Buttercups
Tuesday Birch / Beech /

Wednesday | Oak/Rowan
Thursday Palm / Willow / Poppies / Bluebells

Friday Snowdrops / Forget—-Me—Nots / EIm / Maple

Please note, pupils will need to wear their academy PE kit to school on the day that they have PE.

Challenger Troop — Maple class will start Challenger Troop from Friday 28" February.
Swimming Lessons - This term, Rowan class will be having their swimming lessons from
Wednesday 26" February.

Houses:

As part of our strong links to local History and the community, did you know the origins of our 4
house names, all of which can be found at Chatham dockyard?

Ocelot ( ) is named after HMS OCELOT, a Cold War Submarine

Cavalier (Red) is named after HMS CAVALIER, a Second World War Destroyer
Gannet (Blue) is named after HMS GANNET, a Victorian Sloop.

Trafalgar (Green) is named after HMS TRAFALGAR, Royal Navy Ship

We use Houses to foster a sense of community and belonging and they are used throughout the
year in various ways:

e Weekly house point totals

¢ Interhouse events such as Sports Day

Pupils can wear a house colour T-shirt (with or without the academy logo) for PE and at interhouse
events such as Sports day.

If you are unsure which house your child is in, please email the relevant year group email for
confirmation.




Attendance Expectations:

Please see below Oasis Academy Skinner Street’s attendance expectations and absence
reporting procedure for the 2024-25 Academic year. If you have any queries, please do not
hesitate to contact the team.

Mr H Kinslow- Attendance Officer/ DDSL
Miss T Pearmain- Assistant Principal/Attendance Lead/ DSL

Last Day of Term 4 —
Friday 04/04/2025

Visit our website to view
2024/2025 Term Dates -

Contact Details:

- attendance@oasisskinnerstreet.org
- 01634 850213, option 1.

All Children at Oasis Academy Skinner Street are expected to achieve a minimum of 97%
attendance.

All children must arrive at the Academy between 8:40-8:50am; if your child arrives after this they will
need to enter the Academy via the James Street entrance and they will be recorded as late. If
your child arrives after 9:15am they will need to enter the Academy via the office. Any child that
arrives after 9:30am will receive an unauthorised absence for the morning (unless evidence is
provided for reason for lateness i.e. medical appointment).

If your child is achieving high attendance, we are keen to recognise this. Every Friday, the class
with the best attendance in EYFS/KS1 and KS2 are rewarded with a non-uniform day the following
week (usually a Friday dependant on your child’s PE day, other events etc.), you will be notified of
this on MCAS. We also reward those children achieving high attendance with termly certificates and
an attendance party at the end of Term 6!

If your child is going to be absent, you must report this to the Academy on the first day of absence
by 10am, this can be via E-mail, MCAS message, phone call or voicemail.

For all pre-planned absence, our absence request form must be completed. These are now
electronic - please e-mail attendance@oasisskinnerstreet.org to request and the absence request
form will be sent to you to complete, please ensure this is completed at least 14 days before the
pre-planned absence where possible.

If you do not report your child’s absence to the Academy, this is a safeguarding concern this could
trigger a welfare visit to be undertaken to your home by members of our safeguarding team.

If your child’s attendance drops below 90% attendance they are ‘persistently absent’, this will mean
the Academy will take the actions below:

1) Child’s attendance drops below 92%, parent will be reminded of expectations.

2) No improvement in attendance will mean a formal letter is sent to parent/carer, who will be
required to provide medical evidence in order for any further absences to be authorised.

3) If attendance continues to be a concern parent will be invited in to meet with Attendance
officer.

4) |If after the first meeting, child’s attendance is still a concern you will be invited in to meet with
Attendance Lead.
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5) If attendance fails to improve, you will be notified that we will begin legal
proceedings against you due to your child’s poor attendance.

Please be aware that it is a legal requirement that your child is in full-time education once
they reach statutory age. If your child’s attendance is still a concern once they have turned
5years old and they have accumulated more than 10 unauthorised sessions (5 days) in a 10-
week period, a penalty notice referral would be submitted to the Local authority.

Safequarding:

We continue to work closely with the Early Help team, Family Solutions and Homestart to ensure
support is available for all of our families as and when required. The academy continue to host
parent/ baby groups running through the Gillingham Family Hub, the schedule for support is
attached to the newsletter.

The academy is continuing to work closely with Children and Young Peoples Mental Health Service
(CYPMHS) to offer additional support to both parents and children who are finding mental health
and emotional regulation challenging. If you would like further information on this, please email
inclusions@oasisskinnerstreet.org.

As part of the Horizons Project, we have exceptionally high levels of online monitoring so we can
keep our pupils safe online which covers both at home and at school. If the academy has concerns
around iPad usage this can lead the device being locked. The children are aware that every key
stroke is monitored, and any inappropriate content is blocked, with alerts sent to the safeguarding
team. If this is raised as a concern, a letter will be sent to parents and recorded on the pupil’s file.

Further to this, we continue to offer support for families who may face challenging times. We can
issue food vouchers and help with uniform if you find yourself struggling with these. Please speak
to a member of staff in a purple Hi-Vis on the gate or email safequarding@oasisskinnerstreet.org
and a member of the team will get back to you.

Thank you,

Miss Pearmain (DSL/ Assistant Principal)

News & Updates

World Book Day 2025

A reminder we are celebrating World Book Day on
Thursday 6™ March 2025. In addition to wearing a
costume linked to a favourite book, staff and pupils
can select their lunch from the themed menu and
there will be a costume parade in the afternoon.

Please see full details in the letter sent to all
parents/carers on MCAS earlier this week.



mailto:inclusions@oasisskinnerstreet.org
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Red Nose Day 2025

Friday 21 March is Red Nose Day and to support this, pupils and staff
are encouraged to come to school wearing something red in return
for a donation to comic relief. Donations can be made via their
website:

https://donation.comicrelief.com/cart/FV93BnQ5PY|cUGFHGMVOe E

We are also selling a limited number of Red Noses which can be
purchased via the MCAS App under Products > Red Nose Day Noses
priced at £2.00 each.

Please note there is only one purchase per child and once all red
noses have been purchased the page will close. Red Noses purchased will be handed to pupils on

Thursday 20 March 2025 at the end of the academy day.

Easter Raffle 2025

From Monday 3" March - Thursday 3™ April, we will be selling Easter Raffle
tickets through MCAS under Products and it is £1.00 per ticket with a
maximum of 5 tickets per child.

Please note we are also accepting Easter Egg donations during this period
as well, and you can donate them to members of staff in purple Hi Viz vests
at drop off and collection times.

The raffle will be drawn and published on the last day of term 4, Friday 4"
April.

Telephone System

When you call the office on 01634 850213, you will hear a recorded message asking you to selection
an option in order to speak to the correct person:

1 —to report an absence or speak to the Attendance Officer

2 —to speak to a member of the SEND team h
3 — to speak to a member of the Office team

4 — to speak to a member of the Wraparound team

5 — to speak to a member of the Safeguarding team

6 — to speak to a member of staff about Admissions

There is the facility to leave a voicemail on all of these options, please ensure you clearly leave your
details to allow staff to return your call.
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Diary dates for Term 4
Monday 03/03/2025 — Whole School Easter Raffle: See newsletter article for details
03/04/2025
Whole School Themed Lunch in Celebration of British Pie
Monday Week.
03/03/2025 Y6 Secondary school offers sent to Parents/Carers
by Medway Council.
Y5 15:30 — 16:00 Parent/Carer Medway test
information session
Tuesday 04/03/2025 Y6 AM Experience Day 1. Walk to REME Museum
Tuesday 04/03/2025 Whole School Themed Lunch in celebration of Pancake Day
Wednesday 05/03/2025 | Y5 15:30 — 16:00 Juniper Hall information session
Parent/Carers
Thursday Whole School 14:45hrs World Book Day Parade:
06/03/2025 See newsletter article for details
Tuesday Y6 AM Experience Day 2: Lower Lines
11/03/2025
Wednesday 12/03/2025 | Y3 AM ‘Beach Clean’ at the Strand
Monday 17/03/2025 Y5 Year 5 Geography Residential
- Juniper Hall
Wednesday 19/03/2025 Dorking
Friday 21/03/2025 Whole School Red Nose Day: See newsletter article for details
: Whole School Open Class
Friday 04/04/2025 Whole School Easter Egg Raffle drawn
Monday 7/04/25 —
Monday 21/04/25 Easter break — pupils do not attend
Tuesday 22/04/25 Term 5 begins for pupils

Free School Meals:

If your application for Free School Meals is successful, Oasis Academy Skinner Street
will also receive extra funding from the Government to use in support of teaching and learning (Pupil
Premium). If you would like to apply for Free School Meals, apply online at:

https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict

-

-

Data Check!

Please log into your MCAS App to check that all permissions / contact
numbers and email addresses are correct. We need 2 email addresses to
be used in the event of an emergency for each pupil. Please send any

updates to the office: office@oasisskinnerstreet.org
Thank you

~

J
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