Early Years Best Practice Curriculum
Offer

The Early Years Best Practice offer will be available to download from Share Point from 7th July.

CPD calendar for Summer Term
Below outlines the CPD for the remainder of Summer term to support staff in the EYFS with preparing for the
upcoming changes to the EY framework, assessment and how to get the most from the EYFS Best Practice
Offer. This will be discussed in greater detail during the Early Years Conference. Following the Early Years
Conference on 7th July the Early Years NLPs will be available to book for 15 minute meetings over Teams to
discuss any specific queries you may have for your school.
Pilot CPD sessions 1 - 3

Pilot CPD EYFS session 5

Pilot CPD EYFS session 6

Not EYFS specific but important
for EYFS staff to attend

Assessment, baseline and
getting ready for September

Phonics and the Oasis
approach

24th June
Summer term

7th July
1st July

15th July
8th July

Pilot CPD EYFS session 4

Early Years Conference

Pilot CPD EYFS session 7

Yearly Overviews and
Knowledge Organisers

Full day event

Maths, Literacy and next steps

Curriculum Intent
The curriculum in the Early Years provides a structure and sense of direction, whilst ensuring there are
ambitious opportunities for children to learn. Through valuing every child and believing that every child is
capable of making good progress, we can ensure that no child is left behind. This is achieved through mapping
out overarching potential themes and key skills, careful planning of the environment and purposeful,
targeted assessment.
The 3 C’s outlined in the Primary Curriculum
intent are woven through the EYFS
curriculum.
Character
Character
Competence
Community
The 9 habits approach enables a tangible
• 9 habits
• Reading
• Place in time
approach to character development, seen in
• Vocabulary
• Place in the world
all aspects of academy live. These habits and
attitudes, or ‘habitudes’, can only be
developed through constant and deliberate
reflection. This metacognitive approach is scientifically proven to develop stronger cognitive structures and
greater emotional well-being. The resources being developed by the National Lead for Personal
Development and the NLPs for Behaviour enable a deliberate and thorough delivery of this through
resources, systems and structures at all levels. These will be adapted to ensure that they can be accessed in
a meaningful yet developmentally appropriate way in EYFS.

Competence
Reading and vocabulary are deliberately featured in all resources as we know children’s chances of success
in later life are heavily dependent on their acquisition of language and ability to access written text. We also
know the importance of using books to open up the world to our young people and developing a love of
literature for future learning and cultural capital. Therefore, there are always links to key texts, key

vocabulary and environment enhancements through our Best Practice resources. The innovative and
exciting approach we will be taking with phonics will support this by developing a true love of books in our
children, and then contextualising the learning of phonics to make learning to read and write meaningful and
memorable.
Community
Understanding who you are and who you are becoming requires you to understand your place in time, past,
present and future and also your place in the world at a local, national, global and spiritual level. These
concepts are deliberately woven into our suggested yearly overview and knowledge organisers, with
overarching questions to guide learning and reflection.

Yearly Overviews
We will be providing you with a suggested Yearly Overview to enable you to prepare your curriculum. This
includes: potential themes/topics that may follow children’s interests; key texts to support the delivery of
these themes; key dates that include celebrations and religious events; experiences that could be included to
enrich the curriculum offer; the implementation of British Values across the year.
We understand that every school, community and cohort will be different and that we want EYFS practitioners
to still have autonomy in the development and delivery of their curriculum. Curriculum plans should be
flexible and allow for changes in direction based on children’s needs and interests. Therefore, when viewing
this yearly overview, be mindful of the adaptations you may want to make to support your school, community
and cohorts. The questions you may want to ask yourself when developing your curriculum include:
 What are the children’s interests? Do I need to adapt these themes to follow their interests? Will my






yearly overview be a working document throughout the year to adapt to children’s interests?
What needs have you identified through your progress tracker and how can you adapt your curriculum
to support this?
What prior experiences does this cohort have and how will you develop these?
Consider your children’s existing cultural capital – what experiences have they already have and what
experiences may they not receive and therefore need to provide for them e.g. experiences and trips?
Are there any local/national events, values, news that you can include?
Consider your whole school ethos and key events (for example Harvest Festivals)

The overarching thoughts and questions we have suggested in our Yearly Overview leading us through each
term are below.

Developing sense of self

Uncovering the past

Investigating growing

I’ve just joined school and I’m
learning about my place in the
world.

I’ve learnt about other people
in the world around me, has the
world always been like this?

I’ve learnt about animals, but
how do they grow and do other
things grow?

Autumn 2
Autumn 1

Spring 2
Spring 1

Learning about others
I’ve learnt who I am and where
I’m from, where do other
people live and what is it like
there?

Summer 2
Summer 1

Discovering the natural
world

Taking care of the world
around us

I’ve learnt about creatures that
used to be alive, what animals
are alive now?

I’ve learnt about things that
grow on our planet, now how
can I take care of it all?

These themes are designed to be followed in a sequence to weave an inspiring journey for the children’s
learning. Within each termly theme there will be a selection of Knowledge Organisers designed to fit within
the thoughts and questions that lead each theme, however these can be used out of sequence to follow the

•Knowledge
Organisers
•The farm
•Minibeasts
•Under the sea
•Spring
animals

•How do
things grow?
How can I
help myself
to grow big
and strong?
•Knowledge
Organisers
•Lifecycles
•Growing +
planting
•Healthy
eating

Taking care of the world around us

•Knowledge
Organisers
•Dinosaurs
•Castles and
Knights
•Space

•What is a
living thing?
What animals
live on our
planet?

Investigating growing

•Knowledge
Organisers
•Autumn
•Other
Countries
•Diwali
•Christmas
around the
world

•What was the
world like
before me?
•What will it
be like in the
future?

Discovering the natural world

•Knowledge
Organisers:
•Self
•Houses and
Homes

•What is the
world around
me like?
Is it Autumn
everywhere?

Uncovering the past

•Who am I?
Where am I?
Who can I
become?

Learning about others

Developing a sense of self

interests of your children. There is flexibility to adapt these themes to support the particular needs of your
cohort and to best fit the community in which you work. We hope the themes and knowledge organisers will
be a useful starting point in developing your Early Years curriculum.

•Who looks
after our
planet?

•Knowledge
organisers
•People who
help us
•Environment
•Animals
taking care of
the planet

Knowledge Organisers
Each Knowledge Organiser will have an outline of the most powerful knowledge and golden threads to the
curriculum to match the intent of the overarching theme.
Knowledge organisers will contain:
 Key questions to lead you through the sequence of learning
 Important facts for children to learn
 Linked learning activities to activate emerging knowledge
 High quality texts to support learning
 Key vocabulary for the unit
 ‘Wow’ moments to launch each learning sequence
 Ideas for supporting learning at home
 Suggested links to the Horizons Project
 Links to EYFS curriculum

Below is an example of a Knowledge Organiser.

The OCL EYFS Curriculum
Delivery of content
In the Early Years, children learn through a wide variety of approaches. This includes:

Direct adult
teaching
input

Learning
through play
in a carefully
planned
environment

Learning
through peers

Learning
through
scaffolding
during play

Learning
through small
groups and
focus
activities

Experiences,
trips and
visits

Children in the Early Years need a balanced curriculum which includes teaching which has been carefully
planned according to their developing needs and interests, as well as allowing plenty of time for spontaneous
child-initiated learning. They need organised, adult-guided learning to bring new ideas and experiences into
their lives and for the direct teaching of new skills and concepts. These will deepen or consolidate their
learning over time. The subjects and approaches below are outlined daily and weekly to ensure schema are
developed most effectively, learning builds over time and explicit links can be made between learning,
resulting in a deep understanding of core concepts. This outline allows for short and purposeful adult
directed input, whilst ensuring a focus on learning through play in a carefully planned environment:

Daily

Weekly

Thematic

Listening to reading 1:1

Carefully considered overarching
themes that follow children's
interests.

Phonics
Reading
Writing
Maths

Small focus group activities

Independent and scaffolded learning
through play

Collective worship or assembly

Access to the indoor and outdoor
environments

Physical activity

Enrichment opportunities such as
Forest School or library visits

Flexibilty to deliver this for a
length of time appropiate to your
ochort.

Approaching the curriculum
Below is some guidance on the approach we will be suggesting for delivering the adult led teaching of
reading, writing and maths.

Reading

Phonics:

Writing:

Maths

•Daily read aloud - Adult-led
whole class texts.
•Weekly 1:1 reading
recommended.
•High quality texts selected
for every Knowledge
Organiser.
•Reading as a Golden Thread
across the Yearly Overviews.

•Storytime Phonics being
used to deliver an immersive
and magical experience
promoting high quality
literature.
•Multi-sensory and hugely fun
sessions to capture children's
imagination develop a life
long love of reading
•Home readers linked to
phonic knowledge.

•Storytime Phonics 'sparkle
marks' used to contextualise
letter formation
• 'The Write Stuff' approach
adapted to suit Early Years
•Rich environment with
ample opportunities to
develop gross motor and fine
motor skills

•Yearly overviews for Maths
will be shared, outlining
suggested weekly objectives
for the delivery of maths
•NCETMs 'numberblocks' will
support in developing
children's early concept of
number

The environment
How we lay out and plan for our EYFS learning environments, both indoor and outdoor, has a big impact on
children’s learning and development. Environments should promote children’s independence and encourage
positive dispositions to learning whilst providing challenge to allow for progression. The organisation and
resourcing of these environments is key to ensuring this can be achieved. High quality, open ended resources
that follow children’s interests; the careful planning of spaces to promote high engagement and quality
learning; accessible resources that are enticing and intriguing, shadowed or labelled to develop
independence; varying levels of challenge in continuous provision to deepen learning in a variety of contexts:
all of these aspects need to be considered to ensure a progression of skills in independent and scaffolded
play.
We will be suggesting using the Environment Audit from Early Excellence to enable practitioners to evaluate
their environments and resources and enhance them most effectively. We will also be creating guidance on
how to set up your continuous provision effectively, using photos from Oasis Early Years settings.

In addition to this, we will be providing a progression of skills through continuous provision to enable
effective planning for challenge and progression within the environment. The skills progression documents
will be being created throughout the 2021/22 academic year.

Suggested timetabling
The below timetable is an example of how a week could look to ensure coverage of all the relevant subject
content. This will need adjusting to work for your cohort and your setting. :

Morning Sessions
1 hour

Self registration + Self-initiated learning time

20-30
minutes

Phonics carpet session

1 hour 15
minutes

Self-initiated learning time

10Tidy up
15minutes
20
minutes

Maths carpet session

Afternoon Sessions
20
minutes

Literacy carpet session

1 hour 15
minutes

Self-initiated learning time

15
minutes

Skills based / thematic learning session

15
minutes

Read aloud

Assessment
The assessment that has the most impact on children’s learning and development is in the moment feedback.
In order to allow practitioners to do this effectively, we need to ensure that the methods of assessment we
use are efficient and focussed, providing us with information that can be used to support our curriculum offer
and provide targeted provision. Whole cohort “data drops” at three points throughout the year – Baseline,
February and June – will allow us to monitor which children are on track or not on track, with checkpoint
statements to assist practitioners in making these assessments.
With a carefully considered and well-planned curriculum, it is believed that children who are making
expected progress will continue to do so with high quality provision in place. Therefore, we can focus more on
the children who are not making expected progress and identify how we are going to facilitate their learning.
Through the use of pupil progress documents, regular conversations can be undertaken to discuss which
children are not on track, why this might be and what adaptations can be made to encourage progress. We
suggest updating these weekly in PPA sessions, preferably with all staff involved in supporting the children’s
learning, to enable regular, consistent conversations that allow you to evaluate and adapt your provision and
environments.

Physical and electronic recording considering workflow, sustainability and workload.
A large consideration in the use of one-to-one devices (iPads) is effective workflow, sustainability and
workload with regards to recording evidence - physically vs. electronically.
The methods for recording evidence in the EYFS should be considered with these key questions in mind:
 What is the purpose of the evidence collected – is it showing a “wow” moment or new learning or just
proof of an activity that has occurred?
 Is there an opportunity for children to take ownership of their journey and for their voice to be heard?
 What is the environmental impact of the methods used e.g. printing and use of books?
 What is the impact for practitioner workload – is this manageable and realistic and does it allow for
more time to be spent with the children?
A suggested documentation of evidence could be:
 Use of Showbie/Tapestry/Bromcom to record Wow moment observations. Please note that Showbie
has many of the features Tapestry has and will already be installed on all children’s iPads, therefore
the cost of purchasing a Tapestry subscription may no longer be necessary.
 A literacy book to record physical pieces of writing

CPD
Ensuring practitioners have the skills and confidence to design, deliver and review their curriculum in line
with assessment of children’s learning and development is vital. Therefore, CPD sessions and moderation
delivered through a series of RINs mapped out across the year will allow practitioners to hear key messages
and share best practice. Involvement in the EYFS Strategy Group and annual conference is also encouraged.
Details of the CPD calendar for Early Years for 2021/22 will be shared in due course.

Final Thoughts
During the next academic year we will see large scale systemic changes across the Early Years sector as we
adjust to the changes to the Early Years Framework and shape a picture of how to adapt this to best meet the
needs of our children. This will undoubtedly be a picture of evolution, as we learn from each other and adapt
our practice accordingly. The resources detailed in this document are a starting point, from which you can
develop your best fit Early Years curriculum. We will be updating, enhancing and improving these documents
constantly as the year progresses, and all Pilot academies involved in the Primary Curriculum Offer will form
an integral part of shaping the evolution of Oasis Early Years.

