


Year 1 Unit 7: Exploring 
calculation strategies within 20

Lesson 5: Choosing calculation strategies
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Key learning: To choose an addition strategy based on the numbers in the 

calculation

strategy

efficient

addition



Choosing addition strategies
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Which addition strategies do you 

know?
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How would you calculate 3 + 9?

I counted on. I started 

at 9 and made 3 jumps. 

I finished at 12. 

I used 'Make ten'. I 

partitioned the 3 into 1 and 

2, added the 1 to the 9 to 

make 10, and then added 2
more to make 12.



Considering addition strategies
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strategy to add seven and eight. I’d 

do the same because eight is one 

more than seven and I know double 

seven is 14. That must mean seven 
plus eight is one more, so 15.

𝟕 + 𝟖
I’ll use the near 

doubles strategy.

I’d choose a different strategy. I’d use ‘Make 

ten’, because I know I need to add three to 
seven to make ten (shows on ten frame), 

and I can partition eight into three and five. 

So that makes 15. Seven plus eight is equal to 

15.
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Discussing addition strategies
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5 + 7
I’ll use ‘Make ten’.

Who agreed with this boy? Why?

Who would have used a different strategy?



Discussing addition strategies
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8 + 4
I’ll count on four from eight.

Who agreed with this girl? Why?

Who would have used a different strategy?
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Key learning:  To choose an addition strategy based on the numbers in the 

calculation

Sort the cards into four groups to show which 

calculation strategy you would use to solve 

them. Remember to explain why you would 

use that strategy!

‘Make ten’ Near doubles

Known facts Count on





Celebrating success and identifying misconceptions
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Were there any calculations where everyone 

chose the same strategy? 

Why was that?

Were there any where you used a different 

strategy to your partner? 

Why was that?




